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1825 SE 54 th Avenue
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May 23, 1999

Hanford Remedial Action EIS
U.S. Department of Energy
Richland, Operations Office
P.O. Box 550
MSIN HO-12
Richland, Washington

Dear Sir or Madam:

It is my understanding that the U.S. Department of Energy (DoE) will this year
decide the future management of its lands along the Hanford Reach. As you may
know the Hanford Reach is the last free-flowing stretch of the Columbia River
within the U.S. I recently learned that the DoE may propose that 90,000 acres of
the Hanford Nuclear Reservation, the Wahluke Slope, be protected as a future
national wildlife refuge. I strongly suppo rt the permanent protection of all public
lands on the Wahluke Slope, the Hanford Reach and its islands, the McGee
Ranch, and the Arid Lands Ecology Reserve. These lands contain some of the
best shrub steppe ecosystems in the Pacific No rthwest. Their prote ction is also
critical for the Columbia Basin salmon and steelhead restoration. It is my opinion
that the DoE should proceed immediately with a separate Record of Decision in
order to establish the national wildlife refuge to protect these special places.
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Sincerely,

er

`	 John C. Risley

Cc: U.S. Senator Patty Murray
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